the wall of the house and entered therein by a win-
dow; and they beat the wife and wounded the daugh-
ter with five dangerous wounds in five different
places; that is to say, in her feet, in her hands, in her
ears, in her nose, and in her mouth; and they left
her for dead and went away.
When Melibeus returned to his house and saw all
this mischief, he, like a madman, rending his clothes,
began to weep and cry.
Prudence his wife, so far as she dared, besought
him to cease his weeping; nevertheless he wept and
cried but the more.
This noble wife Prudence remembered then the
opinion of Ovid, in his book The Remedy for Love,
wherein he says: "He is but a fool who interferes
with the mother weeping for the death of her child,
until she shall have wept her fill, and for a certain
time; and only then may a man be diligent, with
kind words, to comfort her, and pray her to forgo
her tears." For which reason this noble wife Pru-
dence suffered her husband to weep and cry for a
time; and when she saw her opportunity, she spoke
to him. "Alas, my lord!" said she, "Why do you
allow yourself to act like a fool? For truly it becomes
not a wise man to show such sorrow. Your daughter,
by the grace of God, shall be healed and will recover.
And were she dead even now, you ought not, for this,
to destroy yourself. Seneca says: 'The wise man will
not take too sorrowfully to heart the death of his
children, but will suffer it with patience, just as he
awaits the death of his own body/ "
Melibeus answered, saying: "What man should
cease his weeping who has so great -a cause to weep?
Jesus Christ Our Lord Himself wept for the death
of His friend Lazarus/*
Prudence replied: "Indeed, well do I know that
moderate weeping is not forbidden to anyone who
sorrows, among sorrowing folk; but, rather, it is per-
mitted him to weep. The Apostle Paul writes unto
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